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A Life Well Lived
Remembering Mama T.
On October 9, 2022, Thelma L. Wells (aka Mama T.) went to sing
with the Saints in heaven on a glorious Sunday morning. But before
she departed, she made an indelible impression on this world.
Born March 31, 1941, Mama T.’s childhood was challenging. She
was locked in a closet by her grandmother without food or water
for hours at a time. Growing up, she was locked out of
opportunity because of her skin color. Despite the abuse, racism,
and discrimination she encountered, Mama T. was admired for
her never-say-die attitude. As a young adult, she was the first
black woman hired at John Deere Company as a secretary. Then
her career advanced; she was the first Black officer of a national
bank - NorthPark National. She left there to pursue a very
prominent and successful public speaking career creating Thelma

Wells & Associates.

Mama T.'s catch phrase was "You can BEE the best in Christ." She
wore her "signature" piece of jewelry, a bumblebee broach, as a
way of showing that God can use us in spite of our limitations. She
chronicled how she defied the odds in her best-selling book,
Bumblebees Fly Anyway (1996).
She was a sought after speaker by corporations, women’s groups and
governmental entities, and presented to over a million people in her career. She spoke on stage
with the best including Zig Ziglar, Max Lucado, Kay Arthur, June Hunt and Serita Jakes. In
1996, she joined the Women of Faith conference sharing the stage with porch pals: Luci
Swindoll, Sheila Walsh, Patsy Clairmont, Marilyn Meberg, Nicole Johnson and International
Singer Sandy Patti.
In 2001, she received her Masters of Divinity from Masters International School of Divinity in
Evansville, Indiana. Then in 2006, she was ordained upon receiving an honorary Doctorate
from St. Thomas Christian School and Theological Seminary in Jacksonville, Florida.
Mama T.’s passion to inspire others to “BEE” their best never waned. She taped her TV show
for the National Religious Broadcasters (NRB) on Channel 378. This show offered a fresh
perspective on today's issues for women through dialogue and teaching. She has written more
than 40 books and training manuals including Don’t Give In – God Wants YOU to Win!, Ready
to Win over Depression, Mama T Says…Rise & Shine, God Give Me Victory Over Anger! and
Listen Up Beloved (which you can find on Amazon.) Month's before she passed, she completed
her final book, Olive Tree Wisdom, published by Moody Publishers.
Locally, Mama T. was a beloved member of St. John Church-Dallas where she served in
numerous capacities. She was a Sunday School teacher, former Trustee Board Chair, Sunshine
Committee member and her melodic voice could be heard on Sundays singing in the choir.
In spite of all she achieved, her greatest accomplishment was her family. She was married to
George, her childhood sweetheart for 58 years until he went to be with the Lord in 2019. She
has three children, Vikki Wells, George F. Wells (Sherri) and Lesa Wells Cohen (Patrick), nine
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren that call her “Grammy." Mama T. was blessed
to have a sister, Sarah Stinnett.

Reflections of Dr. Thelma L. Wells
“Mama T.”
Words of Celebration
“Thelma was respected for all the things she did and overcame. I remember a trip the Women
of Faith team took to Ghana and as we walked through the slave castles, Thelma and I sang
“Amazing Grace.” It was a time of healing and restoration for both of us. Heaven is a more fun
place because Thelma is there.”
-STEVE ARTERBURN, Founder, New Life Ministries and Women of Faith
“Thelma Wells took life with a sweet and contagious joy. Her bright smile brought light to
every room and her tender heart drew audiences in - to soak up her insight and wisdom,
drawn from a life steeped in God’s boundless love. She’s been a friend, confidant, and mentor
to countless people around the world - always pointing them to God’s extravagant grace.
Thelma Wells, how very much you are loved by us all.”
-MARY GRAHAM, Former President, Women of Faith
“Thelma was the sweet spot on the Women of Faith Porch. She personified joy and goodwill
and was a one woman hospitality hostess. Thelma never met an audience she didn’t love. Her
warmth and inclusiveness were hallmarks of her calling, along with her passion for family and
faith. And Thelma was a woman who loved to celebrate and sing!! She knew how to make a
joyful noise unto the Lord. What a woman! What a friend!”
-PATSY CLAIRMONT, author and speaker
“It was my great joy and honor to serve side by side in ministry with Thelma, Mama T. for
twenty years. I’m so grateful for her kindness, her wisdom and her passion for Jesus. Our loss
is heaven’s gain.”
-SHEILA WALSH, Trinity Broadcasting Network
“Thelma was one of the most ebullient and compelling witnesses for our faith that I have
known. Heaven is enriched!!!”
-MARILYN MEBERG, author and speaker
“My dear Mama T., Thelma Wells, exuded the widest width of grace I’ve ever seen. Everyone
was welcome in her circle. I had the privilege of being in that grace circle and watched her
embrace one fragile soul after another. Thelma is a treasure and her words will live on through
her books and videos. We will miss you Mama T.”
-SANDY PATTI, international singer
“Thelma Wells was a rock - for her family, for her friends and associates and for the sake of
the Gospel of Christ. She was “steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord.” And certainly her labor was not in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58). Our lives are
so much richer because of her rock-solid faith. Her legacy lives on through her beautiful
family, her great body of work, and in the hearts of all who loved her.”
-BABBIE MASON, singer, songwriter and author

“For my dear friend, Thelma Wells. As long as I live, I will never forget your smile. In every
photo and in every picture of you in my mind, you are smiling. You stand alone as the most
positive, cheer-filled, joyous human being I’ve ever had the privilege to know-and not because
you didn’t suffer, mercy no. Because you, Thelma, chose to look for the bright spot in the
darkest of circumstances-and you always found it. Then, you would pitch your tent and camp
out there until more light arrived. Many times I heard you speak of terrible things that were
done to you as a child or listened painfully as you described awful circumstances that would
have been unbearable to anyone, but before any of my tears ever reached the groundsomething would bubble inside you and there it would be again, that dang smile-lighting up
the darkness, pushing away sadness, radiating the abundant joy that lived inside you every
single day. It was a great privilege to sit next to you on the porch, on the bus, in the air, on the
ground, at the restaurant, in the Green Room. We laughed and cried, sometimes laughing until
we cried, but day in and day out, rain or shine, it was your smile, that glorious smile, that says
it all. It will light my way to becoming the person you always believed me to be.”
-NICOLE JOHNSON, author, speaker and dramatist
“Thelma has been an integral part of my spiritual journey. She has poured love, wisdom,
knowledge, friendship and support in to my life for over 40 years. I am forever grateful.”
-SYMPHUEL ANDERSON, longtime friend
“There are few women whose integrity, faithfulness, commitment to her family and to the
Father, and example of Biblical womanhood has impacted me as much as Mama T. I watched
her and learned the power of a bright smile, boisterous laugh and contagious joy. She taught
me - and us - how to live well. Thank you Ms. Thelma. I am eternally grateful and forever
changed by your life and legacy.”
-PRISCILLA SHIRER, author and speaker
“The Sunshine Committee was a group of young St. John Church-Dallas ladies organized by
Thelma Wells. Together we experienced ministry at St. John in the early forties, fifties and
sixties. We served in Sunday School, BTU classes, the Brownies, Girl Scouts and the Children’s
and Youth Choirs. We went camping at the Anderson Farm and traveled to the annual BTU
Congress. We also served as members of the Red Circle and participated in Sunday afternoon
teas in the church basement. We also enjoyed being members of the Truth Seekers Sunday
school class. Thelma and I prayed, cried and rejoiced together as we shared our blessings and
sorrows in marriage, child rearing, work. She will truly be missed.”
-DERALYN BERRY, childhood friend
“It was my absolute pleasure to serve you in ministry and love you as my mom. Thank you for
loving me as your daughter. I will love you FOREVER, and always.”
-JOYCELYN DUNN, mentee, Daughters of Zion (DOZ)

My Legacy Remains

The Order of Celebration
Prelude
Processional of Ministers and Family
Prayer of Comfort
Musical Selection
Worship in Dance
Resolutions and Special Expressions
Message of Joy and Invitation to Discipleship
Musical Celebration
Final Blessing and Recessional

Farewell for Now
Our Sincere Gratitude
We would like to thank you all for the kind expressions and sympathy. The love you have
shown through this difficult time has given us great comfort. And special THANK YOUs to all
the family, friends, caregivers, and others that have gone above and beyond BEE-ING
their BEST for Mama, you know who you are. All of you are deeply appreciated and
will forever be cherished in our hearts. A special thank you to Pastors Jim and Becky
Hennesy and the entire Trinity Church for your gift of kindness.
“The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine upon you,
And be gracious to you;
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you,
And give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26 NKJV

My Legacy

Children: Vikki Wells, George F. Wells and his wife Sherri Cotton Wells, and
Lesa Cohen and her husband Patrick L. Cohen
Grandchildren: Antony Cox, Vanessa Wells, Alyssa Wells, Alexis Wells, Phillip
Wells, Marsaille Wells, Alaya Cohen, Bryna Cohen and Ciara Cohen
Great grandchildren: Aubriana Cox, Azalea Cox, Antony Cox Jr., Aurthur
Wayne Cox, Malaiya Aria Thomas, Samaiya Ethalue Smith, Elotoris Dante
Smith, and Amory Cohen
Sister: Sarah Stinnett Niece: Terah Brown
Grand Niece, Grand Nephew and their children: Shanell Brown, Keetric
Brown, Robert Henderson, Elijah Hartman, David Grey, Ahniya Alexander,
and Apollo Brown

